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4. Pupil Personnel Staff and Implementation of Cognitive Education Feuerstein 

Instrumental Enrichment Program for Pre-K and Early Childhood Educators 

Bridgeport Health Education Lead Poisoning (H.E.L.P.) Student Geographic 

Information System Technology and On-Line Credit Course Initiative:                                                                                                                                

.    Photo Collection: 2010 H.E.L.P. Professional Development Sessions and Student   .  . . .    

Component This consists of Bridgeport Student participation in the 2010 Health Education Lead Poisoning On-Line 

Course for High School Credits and Training Session in New Britain, CT. by Science and Technology Coordinator for School  

District Lead Program Youth Initiative. 

10 

5) Description and Overview  of  Health Education Lead Poisoning (H.E.L.P.) Events                     

On-Line CEU Credit Course                                                                                                           
The following Course components are Included: 1) Objectives / Expected Outcomes; 2) CEU Credit Requirements,                                                                                                                                                                       

3) Description of Modules #1 through #8; 4) List of Supplementary Research Studies and Literature Review;  5) Articles and                                                                                                  

Research Studies for the following Modules; a)  Module #1 - Dr. Herbert Needleman;  b)  Module #4 – Dr. Bruce Lanphear;  

c)  Module #5 – Dr. Theodore Lidsky ;  d)  Module #6 - Dr. Jay Schneider and  e)  Module #8 - Dr. Marie Lynn Miranda 
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May 5,  2010 

and 

On-Going 

BRIDGEPORT PARENT PROGRAM                                                                                                                                                                 

Parent Advisory Council Members plan to include Childhood Lead Poisoning Training for Parents Vendor Table                         

(Conference Calls to Coordinate Parent Component and Coordination with Assistant Superintendent of Schools  - Ongoing 

planning and program development for parent centers lead program resources and training.  (Refer to May 19
th 

 Bridgeport CT 

Public School District-wide Title 1 Parent Conference)   

2010 Parent H.E.L.P. Initiative Component Development in Collaboration with State / Local / National Agencies and 

Organizations 
 

May 11, 2010       Bridgeport Nurses’ H.E.L.P. Professional Development  In-service 
      Date –  May 11, 2010 -  50 people   
     Time: 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
       
        INSERVICE TOPICS AND PRESENTERS:  
 

 UPDATE from the CT State Department of Public Health on the Role of the School Nurse   
RE: Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention 

         Presenter: Linda Bailey, RN, MSN, is a Nurse Consultant for the State of CT    
                             Department of Public Health, (DPH) 
 

 A Pediatric Perspective on Childhood Lead Poisoning and Neurodevelopmental Outcomes: 
                   Presenter: Andrew Dennis McBride, M.D., MPH  -  Dr. McBride was a key stakeholder in  
                      the historic passage of Public Act 07-2 "An Act Concerning the Prevention of Childhood  
                      Lead Poisoning" for universal blood lead screening in the State of Connecticut. 
 

 The Relationship Between Early Childhood Lead Exposure and Educational Outcomes  
                Presenter: Dr. Vivian Cross, Educational Consultant, Executive Director of the Foundation for 
                       Educational Advancement, Inc.  and Centers for Disease Control - National  
                       Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Education Work Group Member.  
 

                      Dr. Cross received her doctorate from Columbia University where she researched Teacher  
                       Change and the Program Implementation of a Cognitive Education Intervention Program within an Urban School  
                       District.   
 
Sponsored in collaboration with the Bridgeport Health Department – Lead Prevention Program, The Foundation for 
Educational Advancement, Inc. and the CT Department of Public Health. 
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May 19, 2010 

 

 

Ongoing 

 

 
 

May 19
th

 - 2010 PARENT CONFERENCE  

1. VENDOR TABLE & DISPLAY in collaboration with the Bridgeport Health Department Lead Prevention 

Program and the Foundation for Educational Advancement, Inc. 

2. IMPLEMENTATION OF CITY-WIDE PARENT LEAD INFORMATON SURVEY  
 

TOOLS FOR PARENTS -  Bridgeport Parent Resource Centers’ Lead Program –  

Recommendation and Follow-up regarding Collaborative Agency Support for Bridgeport Health Education Lead 

Poisoning Services and Prevention Resources - Tools for Parents:   

 Title 1 \Parent Program / Parent Resource Centers 

 Birth to Three  

 United Way – 211 Info Line 

 Early Childhood (CT State Department of Education Ages  3 to 5) 

 Head Start 

 CT State Department of Education 

 State Education Resource Center 

 CT Parent Information Center 

 U.S. Social Security Administration – Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Program 

 Visiting Nurses Association (VNA)  And others. . . . . 

PARENT CONFERENCE – District-wide         

Including the following:                                                                  

Bridgeport Health Department Lead Program, 

Foundation for Educational Advancement, Inc. and 

District School Parents’ Survey Participation                                   
1)   Roosevelt Family Resource Center  

      Roosevelt School  -   680 Park Avenue 

      Coordinator – Dawn Bennett 

       (203) 330-8181  -  8:30 – 4:30   Mon – Fri                                                

2)  Barnum/Waltersville Family Resource Center 

     495 Waterview - Coordinator – Carmen Rodriguez 

     (203) 275-2388 -  8:00 – 3:30  Mon.-Fri.                                                   

3) Cesar Batalla Family Resource Center 

     Cesar Batalla School -  606 Howard Avenue 

     Coordinator – Agnes Dubow 

       (203) 579-8526 -  8:00 – 3:00  Mon.-Fri.               

4)  Dunbar School Family Resource Center 

        Dunbar School  -  445 Union Avenue 

       Coordinator – Flora Harris 

       (203) 332-5658 -  8:30-4:30   Mon – Fri  Two High 

School Family Resource Centers                                                                          

1)  Bassick RTCC/YMCA Resource Center 

1181 Fairfield Avenue -  Room 115 

(203) 332-4051 

8:30 – 5:30   Mon. - Fri.                                                                       

2)    Harding RTCC/YMCA Resource Center 

1734 Central Avenue 

Room 122 

(203) 368-5324 

7:30-5:30   Mon.-Fri.                                                                                  

Bridgeport Parent Center                                                                       

900 Boston Ave. 
Bridgeport , CT. 06610                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Coordinator:  Lisa Pavlich  
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DATES:  
 

Friday 

June  4
th

  

 

Monday  

June 7
th

   

 

Tuesday June 8
th

  

 

Wednesday June 9
th

  
 
 

Professional Development – Feuerstein Instrumental Enrichment (BASIC) 

 Early Childhood Health Education Lead Poisoning (H.E.L.P.) Cognitive Intervention Training for Pre-K  Teachers –  Six Days of  
I.E. Basic Training and H.E.L.P. Initiative - with Clinical Experience Includes 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

An Introduction to the East Allen Indiana Pre-K Early 

Childhood - Cognitive Intervention  Program for Lead 

Exposed Children at risk of  Neurodevelopmental 

Disabilities.  
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Bridgeport Health Education Lead Poisoning (H.E.L.P.) Initiative  

Professional Development Sessions and Student Component 

Description of Forum Events and Activities Page 

(1) 2010 Pre-K and Birth to 3  

     Agenda  for Pre-K  and Birth to 3 Training Session  
 

10 

(2) Pre-K and Birth to 3 Session Participant Survey Results   11 
(3) Photo Collection of Bridgeport February 9th Pre-K and Birth to Three .   .  .     

.   H.E.L.P Training Session    (Includes Planning and Professional   .  . . . . . . . . 

. .Development Needs Assessment for Bridgeport 2010 Initiative)   

12 

(4) Bridgeport Health Department – Lead Program Training of    
     School Nurses and Survey Results 

13 

(5) 38th Bridgeport Title 1 Parent Convention – Photo Collection  and             .    
.    Parent Conference Lead Information Survey Results 

16  

(6) Professional Development of Pupil Personnel Service Staff 18 
(7) Survey Results for June 7th Training Session with School Psychologists, . . . 

. . Social Workers, Speech and Language Clinicians and other Educators 
21 

(8) Cognitive Education - Feuerstein Instrumental Enrichment (Basic) . . . . . . .    
,    Training Program for Pre-K and Early Childhood Administrators Educators 

22 

(9)  Bridgeport Student GIS , On-Site Credit Course Initiative & Survey Results 26 
(10)  Action Plan to Sustain H.E.L.P. Initiative Activities Beyond Grant Period 38 
(11) Health Education Lead Poisoning Interagency Collaborative  

      Learning Tools and Intervention Strategies for Educators 
39 

 

  

9 



10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                

.. Dr. Theodore Lidsky, 
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Dr. Jeanne Zehr, Assistant  Superintendent  of Schools,                                                                          

East Allen   County    Schools – New Haven,  Indiana 

In 2008 there were 1723 CT children under the age of 6 

with elevated blood lead levels of ten or higher 

micrograms per deciliter of blood based on a screening 

rate of 55.2%  ( Jimmy Davila, CT DPH ) 

 

 

Jimmy Davila,                                       

Environmental Sanitarian                                            

CT Department of Public Health  

 

Thomas Menditto, Coordinator of Science and 

Technology – New Britain Public Schools.  

 

 Audrey Gaines, Director of Bridgeport Lead 

Prevention Program 

Keynote Presenter:                                                 
Dr. Theodore Lidsky is a nationally 
renowned expert and researcher in 
childhood lead poisoning and the neuro-
toxic impact of childhood lead poisoning 
on brain development and social / 
emotional and behavioral development 
of young children and youth.  Dr. Lidsky 
is the Head of the Laboratory of 
Electophysiology at the Center for Trace 
Element Students and Environmental 
Neurotoxicology.  Dr. Theodore Lidsky 

 

Dr. Theodore Lidsky lectures on the 

impact of childhood lead poisoning on 

developing brains of young children.   

 

 Dr. Vivian Cross, Director -Foundation for 

Educational Advancement, Inc.                                            

Educational Consultant 

Pre-K  Skane School Teacher 

Positive Response of Children to  

I.E.  

 Pre-K and Birth to Three Health Education Lead Poisoning  School District-wide Training of Bridgeport Educators                             
Sponsored by Bridgeport Health Department – Lead Program, Foundation for Educational Advancement, Inc. and CT Department of Health 
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2010 Bridgeport Health Department  Health Education Lead Poisoning Initiative                                                                    

Professional Development for Bridgeport Public School Nurses 
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2010 Bridgeport Health Education Lead Poisoning 

Professional Development for Bridgeport School Nurses 

Presenters: 1) Linda Bailey, CT Department of Public Health Nurse Consultant, 2) Dr. Dennis McBride, Director of 

Milford Health Department and 3) Dr. Vivian Cross, Health / Educational Consultant 

Sponsored in collaboration with:  Bridgeport Department of Public  Health - Lead Poisoning Prevention Program,                                                                           

Bridgeport Public Schools,  the Foundation for Educational Advancement, Inc.  and the CT Department of Public Health                            
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2010 Bridgeport Health Education Lead Poisoning 

Professional Development for Bridgeport’s School Nurses                   

SURVEY RESULTS 

 Bridgeport School Nurses Identify Early Intervention, Parent Training and Professional 

Development of Educators and Health Professionals as Key Components to Improve the 

Quality of Health and Education for Bridgeport’s Children and Families 

 

 
 

100% of School Nurse Survey Participants reported the following:  

       There is a need for Birth to Three and Early Childhood Education to address the early intervention educational and         .                        

.           related service needs of children who are impaired or at risk due to lead poisoning. 

          There is crucial / high or significant need for providing training sessions for educators, health professionals and parents    

.          to be informed about childhood lead poisoning and its impact on learning and behavior of children..            

There is crucial / high or significant need for federal and state agencies to develop guidelines or policy to ensure    .     . . 

.compliance with Federal Law for children who qualify for early intervention and other services under federal law.  .   .       

(i.e., the Individuals with Disability Act  (IDEA) 2004  or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation of the Handicapped Act). 

 

     There is crucial / high or significant need for the State Department of Health and the State Department of Education .     .  .     

.     to develop a seamless process to ensure that all lead exposed / poisoned children receive appropriate services. 

 

 

 

Sponsored by the Bridgeport Health Department Lead Prevention Program in collaboration with the Bridgeport Public Schools, 

the Foundation for Educational Advancement, Inc. and the CT Department of Public Health 
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     Some Comments and Recommendations from Nurse Survey Participants:                                      
1) More Communication with parents                                                                                     
2) State to mandate lead testing for school entrance.                                                           
3) Monitor physical exams for lack of lead testing results                                                     
4) Educate Parents / Guardians to insist on lead testing & Getting Results from Test 
5)  Many Physician’s forms show no documentation that lead screening was done 
6)  Lead Blood Levels are not being done by all physicians.                                                                   
7) Speak about lead at parent meetings . . . . . Have handouts . . . Be aggressive! 
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38th  Annual Parent Convention  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

38th Annual Parent Convention         
Bridgeport Public Schools - Title 1 Parent Advisory Council                 

Title 1 Parents Participate in Health Education Lead Poisoning Survey                              
The May 19, 2010  Lead Information Survey was conducted in collaboration the Bridgeport Health Department Lead 

Prevention Program, the Foundation for Educational Advancement, Inc. (FEA), the Bridgeport Title 1 Parent Advisory Council,          
the Bridgeport Neighborhood Trust, Bridgeport Parent Center and Bridgeport Lead Free Families 

 

 

Photo of Title 1 Parents, Mayor Bill 

Finch and School Superintendent                        

Dr.  John Ramos 

Dr. Eric Cooper, President of National Urban 

Alliance; Audrey Gaines, Director, Bridgeport 

Lead Program , Dr. Vivian Cross, FEA Director 

of H.E.L.P Initiative; Christopher  Tymniak, 

Director of Governor’s Southwestern Office  

 

1) .Warren Gill, ABCD – Men’s Parent Program,              

2)  Dr. John Ramos, Superintendant of Schools                                                     

3)  Penny Poole, Parent from Hall Elementary School  

4)  Carmen Togle, Educational Consultant                                    

5)  Dr. Vivian Cross, Executive Director of FEA 

   Linda Pavlich, Coordinator of the     

.   Parent Center and  Christopher     

.  Tymniak, Director of Governor’s    

.  Southwestern Office 

(R) Keynote Speaker, Dr. Eric 

Cooper,  (L)  Mr. Ellingworth, 

President of Parent Advisory 

Council 

 

 Bridgeport Title 1 Conference 

Parent Leaders 
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37% of Bridgeport Parent survey participants responded                             

“I DON’T KNOW” or false to the survey item statement, “Lead 

poisoning is significantly associated with academic failure, 

aggression, social / emotional / behavioral disorders, delinquency or 

school drop-out.”  63% of Parent Survey Respondents correctly 

reported that it is true.  

31% of Parent Survey Respondents reported “I DON’T KNOW” 

or that it is false that lead is known to be directly associated with 

hyperactivity, attention deficits, as well as reading and learning 

disabilities.  Sixty-nine percent of Parent Survey Respondents 

correctly reported that it is true  
 

94% of Parent Survey Respondent correctly reported that                     

lead poisoning can seriously damage a child’s ability to learn.   

Six percent responded false or “I DON’T KNOW.”  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

70% of Bridgeport Parent Survey Participants responded true or   
“I DON’T KNOW” to the survey item “Children should have their 

first blood test for lead when they are three years old.”  Only thirty 

percent of parent survey participants responded correctly. 

 
 

 

 

*CT’s Public Act 07-2 "An Act Concerning the Prevention of 

Childhood Lead Poisoning" mandates that primary care providers 
conduct annual blood lead screening for every CT child age 9 months 
through 35 months    

 

 

 

 

Parent Information Survey Results indicate that there is a 

Need for Health / Education Lead Poisoning and Educational 

Resource Support for Bridgeport Parents. 

84% of Bridgeport’s Parent Survey Participants did not know that 

the primary source of lead exposure in young children is lead dust. 

Sixteen percent (16%) responded correctly to the survey. 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

52% of Bridgeport Parents did not know that Federal Law includes 

services for lead poisoned children who qualify for services as “other 

health impaired” due to lead poisoning under the Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act (I.D.E.A.).   41 % responded correctly 
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52% 
41% 

How did Bridgeport Parent Survey Respondents 
Rate the Educational and Behavioral Impact of 
Lead Poisoning on Children’s Learning? 

 

How did Bridgeport Parent Survey Participants’ 
Responses Indicate Their Knowledge about CT’s 
2007 Universal Blood Lead Screening Law?    
 

Parent Conference - May, 19, 2010 
SURVEY RESULTS: Parents Participate in Bridgeport 

Health Education Lead Poisoning Initiative Survey           

 
 

 

* 

70% 
 30% 
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2010 Bridgeport Health Education Lead Poisoning Initiative 

Professional Development for Bridgeport Pupil Personnel Staff                                       
Sponsored in Collaboration with:  The Bridgeport Health Department, Bridgeport Public Schools,                                                                                             

The Foundation for Educational Advancement, Inc. and The Connecticut  State Department of Public Health  
 

 



19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 Bridgeport Health Education Lead Poisoning Forum                                                                    

More than 100 District-wide Forum Participants Included National                  
Researchers, State and District Specialists, School Administrators and                                                

Bridgeport Public Schools Pupil Personnel Service Providers  

Sponsored in Collaboration with: Bridgeport Health Department, the Foundation for Educational 
Advancement, Inc., Bridgeport Public Schools and the CT State Department of Public Health 

Susan J. Smith,  Director of Social 

Work - Bridgeport  Public Schools   .  .      
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Aica  

                          Leann Howell, President  American Lead                            Dr.  John Rosen                     Dr.  Vivian Cross,  Executive Director                                                                                                             

.                                  Poisoning  HELP Association                                   Professor of Pediatrics                     Foundation for Educational                                                                                                   

.                                                                                                             Albert Einstein College,  N.Y., N.Y.                    Advancement, Inc. 
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      100% of Bridgeport Pupil Personnel Forum survey participants 

rated the overall quality and effective of the session to be in the 

exceptional through good range. 

     100% of Bridgeport Pupil Personnel Forum survey participants 

reported that the training session provided information that was in the 

exceptional through good range to help them better understand the 

medical, educational behavioral and social needs of children who suffer 

long term effects of childhood lead poisoning.         

 

 

Developmental & Educational Implications            

of Childhood Lead Poisoning  

 BRIDGEPORT Pupil Personnel Staff Training 
Session Receives Exceptional, Excellent, Very 

Good and Good Ratings from Participants 

Bridgeport Pupil Personnel Staff Evaluate and Identify 
Educational / Health Childhood Lead Poisoning Training Needs 
for Educators and Policy Change Health / Education Needs                   
on the Local / State / National Levels  

Participants: Psychologists, Social Workers, Speech and Language Clinicians, 

Special Education Teachers,  District-wide SSW Administrator, Central Office 

Supervisor of School Psychologists, et. al.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100% of Bridgeport Pupil Personnel Forum Survey 

Participants reported that there is a need for providing 

training sessions to better inform educators, health 

professionals, parents and pupil personnel service providers 

about childhood lead poisoning and its impact on learning and 

behavior of children.   
 

100% of Bridgeport Pupil Personnel Forum Survey 

Participants reported that there is a need for Birth to Three 

and Early Childhood Education to address the early 

intervention educational and related service needs of children 

who are impaired or at risk due to lead poisoning. 

 

 

100% of Bridgeport Pupil Personnel survey participants 

reported that there is a crucial, high or significant need for 

federal and state agencies to develop guidelines or policy to 

ensure compliance with Federal Law for children who qualify 

for early intervention and other services under federal law. 

(i.e., the Individuals with Disability Act (IDEA) 2004 or 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation of the Handicapped Act. 

 

100% of Bridgeport Pupil Personnel survey participants 

reported that there is a crucial, high or significant need for 

the State Department of Health and the State Department of 

Education to develop a seamless process to ensure that all lead 

exposed / poisoned children receive appropriate services. 
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    SURVEY RESULTS 

Refer to the list of 

Participant  Survey 

Responses for the  

following areas below: 

1) Training Initiative 

2) Local / State/ 

National Needs 

Survey Participant’s Identify Local / State          
and National Childhood Lead Poisoning      

Educational Needs  
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2010 Health Education - Cognitive Education I.E.  Training  for Bridgeport Pre-K Teachers 
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100% of Early Childhood Teachers and Administrators who participated in the Training Session 

Evaluation Survey gave a rating of very high and high  importance for providing professional 
development for Pre-K and Early Childhood Educators in the FIE initiative to address the needs of 
children who are impaired due to lead poisoning or other children with learning challenges. 

Importance of  Bridgeport Pre-K and Early 
Childhood  Educators Being Provided  F.I.E.  

Cognitive  Education Training Rated as                                  
Very High or High Need.

Exceptional

Very Good

Helpful

Not Helpful at All 

100%

 

 
SURVEY RESULTS 

Bridgeport Early Childhood Feuerstein Instrumental Enrichment 

Educators’ Cognitive Education Training Makes Positive Impact 

as a Teacher Professional Development Initiative  

Very High or High 

Need 

 

Need 

  

Low Need 

 

No Need at All 

 

 

 

http://search.intelius.com/Reuven-Feuerstei
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One Hundred Percent (100%) of Workshop Early Childhood Teachers and Administrators who participated 
in the Survey rated the effectiveness of the presenter, Dr. Jeanne Zehr, as exceptional and the 
effectiveness of the training as Exceptional and Very Good. 
 

 

Exceptional

Helpful

Not Helpful at All 

100%

EDUCATORS REPORT NEED FOR FIE COGNITIVE EDUCATION TRAINING 

Sixty Percent (60%) of Pre-K and Early Childhood Educators reported that “prior” to the 2010 Health Education 

Poisoning Initiative and FIE Training, they had a Low or Poor Knowledge Base of F.I.E. Cognitive Education 

Training.   Also, Forty Percent (40%) reported that they had a need for more training in this area prior to taking 

the course. 

Exceptional and 

Very Good 

Helpful 

 

Not Helpful at All 

High Level Knowledge Base prior to Training 

Medium Knowledge Base prior to training 

In Need of More Training prior to training 

Low or Poor knowledge Base prior to training 
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2010 Bridgeport Health Education Lead Poisoning High School Credit Course Initiative                                                                                   

Dates:   April through June 2010 - Ongoing Training 

H.E.L.P.  STUDENT GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEM (GIS) TRAINING AND THREE CREDIT COURSE COMPONENTS:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

1)   Bridgeport Public School’s Science Technology Geographic Information System (GIS) Training provided for Students                                                                              

2)  H.E.L.P. On-Line Credit Course: High School Credits granted for Bridgeport High School students who successfully complete the 2010 Health Education Lead Poisoning    

Course offered on CT Train.org and National Train.org                                 

3) Summary and Presentation of Results completed by Students  

 

STUDENTS USE HIGH TECH TO STUDY     

CHIDHOOD LEAD POISONING 

Bridgeport high achieving students 

participate in an on-site field trip session at 

New Britain High School with Mr. Thomas 

Menditto for training in science, 

technology, and use of the Geographic 

Information System.  Dr. Vivian Cross 

provided an introduction to the On-Line 

Credit Course.  Students were 

accompanied by Audrey Gaines, Bridgeport 

Health Department Lead Program Director 

2010  Health   Education  Lead  Poisoning On-Line Course 

This national on-line credit course provides comprehensive 

professional development / training for educators, health 

professionals, university students and  high achieving high 

school students on the following:  

   1) The impact of childhood lead poisoning on the .  . . . . . .         

.       development,  learning and behavior of young children;  

.  2) Past and present research findings related to childhood 

.       lead poisoning;  

   3) Lead poisoning prevention and eradication. (4) research 

on the long term and life-long effects of childhood lead 

poisoning on the developing brain and cognitive 

functioning. 
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2010 Health Education Lead Poisoning On-Line CEU Credit Course   

Description and Overview of National On-Line Credit Course 
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2010 Health Education Lead Poisoning (H.E.L.P.) On-Line Credit Course 

Supplementary Reading:  Review of the Literature and Research on Childhood Lead Poisoning 

 

35 



36 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



37 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



38 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION PLAN TO SUSTAIN H.E.L.P. INITIATIVE GRANT                                              
ACTIVITIES BEYOND THE GRANT PERIOD 

The 2010 Bridgeport Health Education Lead Poisoning Initiative was successfully developed and implemented in Collaboration with 

the Bridgeport Health Department Lead Program and Public Schools, the Foundation for Educational Advancement, Inc, and the CT 

State Department of Public Health.          

Below is a Bridgeport H.E.L.P. Summary and Action Plan based on the following:          

1) Participant Survey Results and Recommendations from Front-Line Educators, Pupil Personnel Service Providers, Health Professionals, 
Parents and Community, Health Department and Education Department / Agency Input. 

2) Connecticut State Statue Regarding Public Act 07-2 "An Act Concerning the Prevention of Childhood Lead Poisoning" and Federal 
Education Law (I.D.E.A. Parts B and C and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act). 

3) A Review of the Childhood Lead Poisoning Research 
4) National / State / Local Childhood Lead Poisoning Results Based Accountability & Systemic Program Implementation 

 On-going Need for Training and Implementation of Action Steps for Compliance with CT State Law: Public Act 07-2 “An 
Act Concerning the Prevention of Childhood Lead Poisoning. 

BRIDGEPORT TRAINING SURVEY OUTCOMES:                                                              

1) Summary of Parent Needs:  Seventy Percent (70%) of City-Wide Parent Conference Survey participants responded “I Don’t Know” or 
incorrectly responded to survey item related to mandatory blood lead screening of children under the age of three years old.  

2) Pre-K and Early Childhood Educators District Birth-to Three Coordinator Statements of Need: Reported and requested information and 
materials for parents and the need for more training parents for Bridgeport parents. 

3) Summary of School Nurses’ Statements of Need:  School Nurses comment that many of the physicians are not completing and the need 
for Parent Training. 

4) Summary of Pupil Personnel Staff Statement of Need: Training for Parents, Educators and Health Professionals Needed 
 

 

 

 On-Going Need for Access to “Birth to Three” and Early Intervention Services for Lead Exposed / Impaired Children.    

Bridgeport H.E.L.P. Survey Participants reported there is a need for materials, training & resources throughout the district in this area. 

  On-Going Need for the Development and Implementation of State Regulations / Guidelines to facilitate Compliance 
with Federal Law (I.D.E.A. Parts B and C and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 

Bridgeport H.E.L.P. Survey Participants reported there is a need for materials, training and resources throughout the district in this area. 

BELOW IS A LIST OF RESOURCES FOR ADDRESSING THE ABOVE NEEDS OF EDUCATORS, HEALTH PROFESSIONALS  &  PARENTS 
38 
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Health Education Lead Poisoning (H.E.L.P.) TOOLS FOR Learning                 
and Keeping CT’s Children Lead Safe and Lead Free                                                                  

A Collection of Educational Materials, Resources and Support Services for Educators;                      
Health Professionals; State / Local Community Agencies; Organizations and Parents 
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Child Development Info-line 

Do you have questions or concerns about your child’s health, development or behavior? 

If so, call Child Development Info line at 1-800-505-7000 for help! 

Child Development Info line (CDI) is a specialized unit of United Way of Connecticut. Care Coordinators are available to answer the phone 

Monday through Friday from 8am-6pm, except on holidays. Messages can be left 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and are returned 

promptly. This service is free and confidential, with multi-lingual and TTY capacity.  

CDI care coordinators provide education on development, behavior management strategies and programs, make referrals to services, and 

provide advocacy and follow-up as needed. They take great pride in working with families to understand their individual needs, connect them 

to the best services available, and follow up to ensure their needs are being met. They are available by phone to help with questions or 

concerns about: 

 General child development  

 Challenging behaviors  

 Disability and health related issues  

 And more…  

By calling the toll free Child Development Info line # (1-800-505-7000), families, child care, health care and social service providers have access to many of 

Connecticut’s programs and services for children and their families including: 

Birth to Three 

For children birth-36 months of age with significant developmental delays or disabilities.  

 Free developmental evaluation  

 Service coordination  

 In-home direct services  

More Information:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Help Me Grow -  For families with children birth through age 8, who are looking for information or services to support their child’s development. 

 Connects families to community based resources  

 Provides Ages and Stages Child Monitoring Program  

 More information >>  

HEALTH EDUCATION LEAD POISONING (H.E.L.P.) TOOLS AND INTERVENTION 

RESOURCES for Educators, Health Professionals, State / Local / Community Agencies / 

Organizations, Child Service Providers, & Parents  
 

http://www.ctunitedway.org/CDI/asq.html
http://www.ctunitedway.org/CDI/HelpMeGrow.html
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Early Childhood Special Education 

For preschool and kindergarten age children with significant developmental delays. 

 Provided by each Connecticut school district  

 Provides public education based on a child’s individual needs  

 More information >>  

Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs 

Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs 

For children and youth birth to age 21 with chronic physical, developmental, behavioral, or emotional conditions who require more health and related services 

than other children the same age. 

 Coordinates medical care services  

 Family/Caregiver support  

 Referrals to community based services  

 More information >> 

Birth to Three 

The Connecticut Birth to Three System is the state’s early intervention program for children under age three who have significant 

developmental delays or who are diagnosed with a physical or mental condition with a high probability of resulting in a developmental 

delay (diagnosed conditions list). If you have concerns about an infant or toddler's ability to talk, eat, walk, handle toys, see, hear or 

play with others, you can call the Child Development Infoline (CDI) at 1-800-505-7000 to discuss your concerns. You may also use the 

Referral Form on the Birth to Three website. The child development experts at CDI help callers with their concerns and may offer a free 

developmental evaluation. Infants and toddlers with significant delays are given appropriate supports as soon as possible.  

Anyone can call to make a referral to Birth to Three, however, if someone other than the family calls, the care coordinators at CDI will 

then contact the family to discuss the referral, help them understand the process, and get the family’s permission to move forward with the referral to one of 

the approved Birth to Three programs that serve the town in which the family lives. A family handbook about the referral and eligibility evaluation is then 

mailed to the family, and the selected Birth to Three program will call the family to schedule an in-home developmental evaluation. 

Callers concerned about the development of a child who will be turning three years old within 45 calendar days will be given information about preschool 

special education and how to refer their child to their local school district. For children who are evaluated and are found to be not eligible for Birth to Three 

services, information on resources available through Help Me Grow and/or the Ages and Stages Child Monitoring Program is given to the families. 

For more information on the Connecticut Birth to Three System, visit the Birth to Three website at www.birth23.org. 

 

 

 

http://www.ctunitedway.org/CDI/EarlyChildSpecEd.html
http://www.ctunitedway.org/CDI/KidsWithSpecHealth.html
http://www.birth23.org/eligibility/MedicalReferralGuide.pdf
http://referral.birth23.org/guestbook/ReferralForm.htm
http://www.birth23.org/Programs/default.asp
http://www.ctunitedway.org/CDI/EarlyChildSpecEd.html
http://www.ctunitedway.org/CDI/EarlyChildSpecEd.html
http://www.ctunitedway.org/CDI/HelpMeGrow.html
http://www.ctunitedway.org/CDI/asq.html
http://www.birth23.org/
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1)  FREE PUBLIC AWARENESS INFORMATION: http://referral.birth23.org/guestbook/PA_Order_Form_2008.pdf                                                                             

2) Birth to Three Referral Form Link: http://referral.birth23.org/guestbook/Connecticut%20Birth%20to%20Three%20Refe.pdf  
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http://referral.birth23.org/guestbook/PA_Order_Form_2008.pdf
http://referral.birth23.org/guestbook/Connecticut%20Birth%20to%20Three%20Refe.pdf
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Ages and Stages Child Monitoring Program 

Every parent wants their child to be healthy and develop new skills as expected for the child’s age. Children grow, develop, and 

learn throughout their lives and you as a parent can help monitor your child’s development to make sure your child is meeting 

milestones in all of these key areas. Every child is different and will develop at his or her own pace but if your child is not 

developing properly, you can take the necessary steps to help your child reach his or her full potential.  

The Ages & Stages Child Monitoring Program offered by Help Me Grow, can help you learn about your child’s development and 

identify potential delays as early as possible. The Ages & Stages Questionnaires (ASQ-3) provide a fun, interactive way to 

understand the many changes a child goes through.  

ASQ-3 questionnaires are sent out at the following intervals: 4, 8, 12, 16, 20, 24, 27, 30, 33, 36, 42, 48, 54 and 60 months of 

age and are available in English and Spanish. You can begin the program at any age prior to your child’s fifth birthday. 

Participation in this program is entirely voluntary and at no cost to you.  

To begin the process complete the enrollment form and send it to Child Development Infoline (CDI). At the appropriate age, a 

questionnaire will be mailed to you. A postage paid envelope will be included so you can return the completed questionnaire to CDI.  

If the completed questionnaire shows that your infant, toddler or preschooler is developing on schedule, we will send you a letter telling you so and enclose 

some fun activities for you and your child to enjoy. We will mail the next age level questionnaire to you at the appropriate time.  

If the completed questionnaire leads to a concern about your child’s development, a Care Coordinator from Child Development Infoline will contact you to 

discuss those concerns. You may then choose to have their child’s development evaluated through the Connecticut Birth to Three System, if your child is 

under age three, or by the local school district, if your child is between three and five years old. If so, we can help you with this process.  

Results of the questionnaires may also be sent to your child’s primary health provider if you sign consent.  

Mail to:  

Child Development Infoline  

1344 Silas Deane Highway  

Rocky Hill, CT 06067 

or you can fax the form to Child Development Infoline at 860-571-6853. If you have any questions, please call Child Development Infoline at 1-800-505-

7000.  

Sample ASQ-3 Materials  

 Sample ASQ for viewing  

 Ages and Stages sample activity  

Interested in receiving training on administering the ASQ3 or ASQ SE? 

The ASQ-3 focuses on general development, while the ASQ SE focuses on social-emotional development. 

The Children’s Trust Fund offers free trainings on the ASQ and ASQ SE to community providers on how to use and score the screening tools. For 

information, contact:  

 Haley Scott (860) 424-5626 haley.scott@ct.gov or  

 Luz M. Rivera (860) 424-5629 luz.rivera@ct.gov 

   

  

http://www.ctunitedway.org/CDI/docs/asq.pdf
http://www.agesandstages.com/downloads/ASQ-3%2016mo%20sample.pdf
http://www.agesandstages.com/downloads/ASQ_SampleActivity.pdf
mailto:haley.scott@ct.gov
mailto:luz.rivera@ct.gov
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Early Childhood Special Education 

 

Early Childhood Special Education services are provided to eligible 3, 4 and 5 year old children with disabilities who are entitled to a free appropriate public 

education in accordance with their individual needs as mandated by special education law. In Connecticut, special education services are provided by local 

and regional school districts. Special education and related services are provided based on what the individual child needs to benefit from his education. By 

calling Child Development Infoline (CDI) at 1-800-505-7000, a family can be referred to their local or regional school district's Preschool Special Education 

services to discuss the need for an evaluation. Information on special education, as well as the contact information is then mailed to families. Follow-up is 

offered to ensure that the family gets connected to the school. For more information on Early Childhood Special Education Services in Connecticut, visit 

the Department of Education’s website at www.sde.ct.gov.  

   

 Child Development 211 Info-line  

 Connecticut Birth-to-Three Program  

 State Education Resource Center (SERC)  

 National Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center  

 National Information Center for Children and Youth with Disabilities  

 Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center (CPAC)  

 US DOE-Office of Special Education Programs  

 Wrights Law  
 Yellow Pages on Disability Issues 

  

 

  

  Charts-a-Course (CCAC)  Accreditation 

Facilitation Project (AFP)  

 National Association for the Education of 

Young Children (NAEYC): Academy   

 National Association for the Education of 

Young Children (NAEYC): Self-Study 

 Preschool Special Education Brochure-

English [PDF] Spanish Version [PDF]  

 Preschool Special Education End-of-Year Report 

2003 [PDF]  

 Data Bulletin - CT's Children with Disabilities 

(Ages 3-5) [PDF]  

 Family-Friendly Services in Preschool Special 
Education [PDF] 

 Topics 

  

 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/PDF/DEPS/Special/Parents_Guide_SE.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2626&q=320750
http://www.sde.ct.gov/
http://www.ctunitedway.org/cdi.html
http://www.birth23.org/
http://www.ctserc.org/
http://www.nectac.org/
http://www.cpacinc.org/
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/osep/index.html
http://www.wrightslaw.com/link_to_us.htm
http://www.fetaweb.com/help/ct.htm
http://www.ctcharts-a-course.org/
http://www.naeyc.org/academy/
http://www.naeyc.org/academy/
http://www.naeyc.org/selfstudy/
http://www.naeyc.org/selfstudy/
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/PDF/DEPS/Early/preschoolSE/PreschoolSpecEdBroEng.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/PDF/DEPS/Early/preschoolSE/PreschoolSpecEdBroSpan.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/PDF/DEPS/Early/preschoolSE/PreschoolSpEdReport03.pdf
http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/der/databulletins/db_4_2003_children_wth_disabilities.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/PDF/DEPS/Early/preschoolSE/friendly.pdf
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State Education Resource Center (SERC) – Parent Information Resource Center (PIRC) 
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 (En Español)  

  
The Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program pays benefits to disabled adults and children who have 

limited income and resources. 

SSI benefits also are payable to people 65 and older without disabilities who meet the financial limits.  

 

 

 

Apply for Disability Benefits - Child (Under Age 18)  
 

 

 

Lead exposed / poisoned children who qualify for under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (I.D.E.A.) Parts B or C or under Section 

504 of the Rehabilitation Act may be eligible for the Federal Government’s Social Security Administration’s Supplemental Security Income 

Program.   To apply for disability benefits for a child, you will need to complete an Application for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) AND a 

Child Disability Report. The report collects information about the child’s disabling condition and how it affects his/her ability to function.  

At this time, only the Child Disability Report can be completed online. Parents or Guardians may contact SSI  to 

schedule an appointment to complete the SSI application. We will help you in person or by phone. Follow these 

steps to apply 

Step 1.  Review the Child Disability Starter Kit. This kit answers common questions about applying for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 

benefits for children, and includes a worksheet that will help you gather the information you need.  

Step 2.  Contact Social Security right away to find out whether the income and resources of the parents and the child are within the allowed limits, 

and to start the SSI application process.  

Step 3.  Fill out the online Child Disability Report. At the end of the report, we will ask you to sign a form that gives the child's doctor(s) 

permission to give us information about his/her disability. We need this information so that we can make a decision on the child’s claim. 

 

 

   

                                                                                                       .      .      . . . 

.                                                        

 

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Program 

Contacting Social Security:   

If you do not want to do this report online or you need help, you can call us toll-free at 1-800-772-1213. If you are deaf or hard-of-hearing, call our 

toll-free TTY number, 1-800-325-0778. Representatives are available Monday through Friday between 7 a.m. and 7p.m.  
 

53 

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/espanol/ssi.htm
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/11011.html
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/10026.html
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/applyfordisability/child.htm#contact
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/disability/disability_starter_kits_child_eng.htm
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/childdisabilityreport/
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/
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Bridgeport Health Education Lead Poisoning Initiative                                     
This report was submitted by the Foundation for Educational Advancement, Inc. (F.E.A.).  It documents the successful design, 

development, implementation and completion of the 2010 Bridgeport Health Education Lead Poisoning Initiative                             

Collaborative partners include FEA, the Bridgeport Health Department Lead Program and the Bridgeport Public Schools 

Dr. Vivian Cross, Director of the Foundation for Educational Advancement, Inc. 
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